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Welcome to the February 2026 issue of the Santa Fe Trail High School Newsletter. 

by Kyle Ellis



Message from the Principal
Dear Charger Families,

As we settle into February, it is wonderful to see the continued energy within our halls despite the winter chill. While the novelty of the 
new year might be wearing off, this is the time when our commitment to engagement and connection matters most. Staying active and 
involved during these shorter winter days isn’t just about filling a calendar; it’s about maintaining the momentum that drives student 
success and well-being. Whether it is through volunteering, cheering from the bleachers, or helping students study at home your 
presence and support helps make our school a vibrant place to learn and grow.

February marks a pivotal moment for our Junior class. This month, our Junior students will be sitting for the ACT and WorkKeys 
exams. These assessments are significant milestones that open doors for college admissions, scholarships, and career opportunities.

To our Juniors: We believe in your hard work and preparation. To our families: Thank you for providing the support and encouragement 
these students need as they navigate these important steps toward their futures.

Our winter athletes have been training and competing since November, and we are now entering the most exciting part of the season. 
February is "crunch time" for our teams, and they deserve a packed house! Please come out and support our Chargers, whether at 
home or away.

Thank you for being the foundation our school community is built. Your involvement is what defines our school spirit. Let’s finish the 
winter season strong, together.

Warm regards,

Kyle Ellis

Principal, Santa Fe Trail High School



Message From the Athletics/Activities Director
January has been a very busy and exciting month for activities and athletics at Santa Fe Trail High School. Our student organizations 
have been actively representing SFT with pride. FFA and FBLA members have stayed busy attending a variety of events and leadership 
activities for their respective chapters. Scholars Bowl has also been hard at work and will compete at the Regional Meet in Chanute on 
February 5th.

Powerlifting kicked off its season by attending its first meet of the year at Royal Valley, where our athletes represented Santa Fe Trail 
High School extremely well. Several additional meets are scheduled throughout February, and we are excited to see their continued 
progress.

Athletically, our teams have been competing hard and preparing for late-season pushes as postseason play approaches in mid to late 
February. Practices and competitions have been competitive and focused, with our student-athletes making the most of every 
opportunity.

We look forward to continued success as we head into February and the postseason season.

Good luck, and Charge On!

Go, Chargers!

Kris Henry

Athletics & Activities Director/Assistant Principal, Santa Fe Trail High School



Activities Highlights



Social Media
Follow Santa Fe Trail High School's Facebook page for up-to-date postings of 
athletics and activities using the link below:

Santa Fe Trail High School

https://www.facebook.com/434HS


Band
Submitted by Eduardo Villanueva

The SFT band is staying busy this winter season supporting our Basketball teams with a pep band at every home game. You can hear 
them rocking out before and during the Varsity games. Along with the pep band music, they started working on concert band music for 
the upcoming season. To start this off, the band participated in a little competition. They students were split in two teams, assigned 
music and then given three classes to work on it (with little adult guidance.) Teams were then judged blindly to see what band came 
out on top. Nothing like friendly competition to get students to have fun while learning music!!!



Charged Up Book Club
Submitted by Ashley Michaelis

This Month’s Book Club Pick: Orbiting Jupiter

What if the quiet kid sitting next to you is carrying a story that will completely change the way you see the world? Orbiting Jupiter is a 
powerful, fast-paced read that packs an emotional punch in under 200 pages. Told through the eyes of a foster brother, this novel 
explores loyalty, justice, and what it means to really see someone. It’s short—but don’t be fooled. This is one of those books that sticks 
with you long after the last page.

Finished early? Take it one step further.
Readers who want to keep going are encouraged to pick up Some Kind of Hate, a gripping novel that dives into how ordinary people 
can be manipulated into extreme beliefs. This eye-opening story challenges readers to think critically about influence, online spaces, 
and the real-world consequences of hate and misinformation.

PICK UP A COPY TO BORROW FROM MRS. MICHAELIS IN ROOM 122.   

We will meet to discuss and celebrate on Wednesday, February 25th during Activity Period.



Choir
Submitted by Kara Holbert

As we move forward with the semester, SFTHS Choirs have been hard at work preparing for the highly anticipated contest season. 
Mark your calendars! Our next concert of the school year will be our annual combined performance with the Junior High Choir on 
Tuesday, March 10th, at 7:00 PM in the SFTHS Auditorium. We look forward to seeing you there to support our amazing students!



Culinary Arts
Submitted by Mary Burgett

Culnary Arts II & III have been learning about different Yeast Bread mixtures and methods. They have made many examples and have 
individuall practiced handling and shaping dough. The cinnamon roll lab is the favorite so far!



FBLA
Submitted by Julie Smith

District VII Conference

SFT FBLA’s Gabe Smith successfully hosted the District VII Conference at Washburn University for 527 students with the help of 77 
adult advisers and volunteers. Many of our volunteers were SFT community members, or members directly connected to SFT students, 
a reflection of the strong community ties our school district has built. SFT’s junior, Macy Berkley, also spoke in our Opening Ceremony 
in her role as an FBLA Active Membership Advisory Council member.

SFT FBLA placed 3rd as a chapter out of 16 chapters for team points, with 65 of our 67 members competing. Full results for 
individuals are available here: full district results for SFT.

CTSO Citizenship Day

FBLA member Gabe Smith attended CTSO Citizenship Day getting to speak with legislators and networking with various CTSO state 
officers from across Kansas and the Governor’s Proclamation Day at the capitol building to acquire a proclamation of FBLA Week 
February 8-14 across the state of Kansas.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mPnR22ycgpi5Nisa_8gja5vLBvCenERr/view?usp=sharing


Play
Submitted by Kara Holbert

The SFTHS Theatre Department is excited to present "Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind" for the Spring Play.

Forget everything you know about traditional "quiet" theater. This season, the SFTHS Theatre Department is bringing Greg Allen’s "Too 
Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind" to our stage, and it’s unlike anything you’ve ever seen. It’s not one long story—it’s a high-speed 
theatrical marathon where we attempt to perform 40 original plays in just 80 minutes.

How it works:

You (The Audience) Run the Show: There is no set script order. The plays are numbered on a clothesline, and you (the audience) 
shout out which number you want to see next.

The Race Against Time: A clock will be ticking down. If we don’t finish all 40 plays before the buzzer hits zero, the show simply 
ends!

Total Honesty: There are no costumes or fake accents. We’re performing as ourselves, delivering a mix of comedy, drama, and 
beautiful weirdness in two-minute bursts.

It’s fast, it’s chaotic, and it’s different every single night. Come ready to shout, participate, and keep us on our toes! Save the dates for 
the shows! 

Friday, March 6th @ 7pm,

Saturday, March 7th @ 7pm

Sunday, March 8th @ 2pm



Sewing Fundamentals
Submitted by Mary Burgett

Students in the Sewing Fundamentals second semester class are learning how to use sewing machines and what different types of 
stitches are used in clothing construction. They are practicing operating the machines and are making samples of different stitches 
with the correct settings needed to make the machine stitch each one.



Winter Royalty
Congratulations to the Santa Fe Trail High School Royal Court. They were recognized on Friday, January 30th during halftime of the 
boys varsity basketball game.

Pictured above - Front (left to right): Elaina Boyd and Kam Bevan

Middle (left to right): Taylor Long, Queen Gabby Suchi, Makenzie Galyean, Gretchen Huizenga

Back (left to right): Xavier Davis, King Hunter French, Owen Lattimer, Layton Lind



Yearbook
Submitted by Julie Smith

Visit yearbookordercenter.com and enter order number 26731. Or you can pick up a paper form from Mrs. Smith and pay with check or 
cash.

There are three important things to know about SENIORS and the yearbook.

Seniors get to submit their own photo for the portraits page with the rest of their classmates. These are often professional 
traditional senior portraits, but they don't have to be. The photos should be in portrait format (taller than they are wide). If a student 
does not submit a photo one will be submitted for them. Deadline to submit is February 15. Email them any time to 
jsmith@usd434.us.

1.

Seniors need to submit a quote to be printed with their portrait. If they do not submit a quote, or their quote is inappropriate, one 
will be provided for them. They can submit quotes using this form: SENIOR QUOTES.

2.

Parents, grandparents, loved ones can purchase a senior tribute in the book. We have three simple price points and sizes. Visit 
https://yearbookordercenter.com, enter order number 26731, and click on Start Your Ad then follow the prompts to purchase an ad. 
Deadline is March 1. I know what you're thinking, oh...March...I can just put this off. No, no you can't. March is insane. You should 
do it as soon as you can if you want to purchase a senior tribute.

3.

mailto:jsmith@usd434.us
https://yearbookordercenter.com/


Athletics Highlights



Sports
For Charger Seasonal Sports Previews, Event Programs and Team Rosters (for both home and visitors,) scan QR code or link below:

 SFT Programs/Rosters

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EIH4f3yaQRhv12U0Q6KaHufEdtfXwwbe?usp=drive_link


Winter Sports Schedule



Powerlifting
Submitted by Kim Kesl

Powerlifting has started and these athletes have represented SFT in big ways. The team is led by Seniors Gretchen Huizenga, Gabby 
Suchi, Julion Daniels, Isaiah Jones and Connor Hudson. To make up the team they have Juniors Tyler Shreve, Molly Herren, Braden 
Vandevord, Jordan Brum and Van Banister; Sophomores Alexia Garcia and Justin Fechter, and Freshmen Nora Kesl and Andy Lyda. The 
Powerlifters are coached by Will Herren with the help of Greg Slade in the weight room.

At their first meet at Royal Valley on 1/17 a total of eight boys and five girls competed out of a total of 415 lifters. As a team the girls 
placed 5th out of 21 teams with 80 points.  The boys placed 4th out of 28 teams in the Sr. Division with 88 points and 14th out of 22 
teams in the Jr. Division with 38 points. A total of nine PR's were set across the board. 

Their second meet was 1/31 which was a Virtual Meet held by Pratt High School. This meet allowed the athletes to complete their lifts 
in the comforts of their home weight room. Five boys and six girls competed and set multiple PR's on lifts as well as overall team 
placings. The girls took 2nd out of 15 teams with 140 points and the boys took 9th out of 19 teams with 57 points. PR's were set by 
Connor Hudson, Jordan Brun, Gretchen Huizenga, Molly Herren, Alexia Garcia and Nora Kesl. 

Let's Go, Chargers!



Football
Submitted by Coach Slade

Families, players, managers and coaches gathered to celebrate a phenomenal 2025 football season on Thursday, January 8th.  The 
Charger football team achieved Pioneer League and District Championships as well as a 3A Sectional Championship, ending the 
season with a record of 11-1. Congratulations! Charger Proud!



Shrine Bowl

Congratulations to Santa Fe Trail’s Coach Slade and Julion Daniels for being selected to 
participate in the 2026 Kansas Shrine Bowl. Coach Slade has been selected to coach 
and Julion Daniels has been selected to play in the Shrine Bowl—a tremendous honor for 
both individuals and our school. A recognition ceremony was held at Santa Fe Trail High 
School on Friday, January 30, between the girls and boys basketball games, to celebrate 
this achievement.

The Kansas Shrine Bowl football game will take place on June 27, 2026, at Welch 
Stadium in Emporia at 7:00 PM. Everyone is welcome to come out and support the 
Shriners and our Chargers!

For more information about the 2026 Shrine Bowl, visit: 
https://www.kansasshrinebowl.com/football.html

https://www.kansasshrinebowl.com/football.html


Student Services



Canine Therapy
Submitted by Senior Taylor Long

In January of 2024 the High School was assigned a full time Therapy/Service Dog - Cam. (Not to be confused with Kam at OAC with 
Mrs. Bolt). Over the last two years Cam has impacted so many in the SFT community, brightening everyone's mood with the way she 
shows excitement when she sees "people" (and enjoying the occasional treat.) She loves mingling in the hallway and joining in on 
classes such as Yearbook, Weights, English and Independent Study.  

Normally, we would think about a school therapy dog having the most impact on students, helping to calm stress and anxiety. 
However, she may actually have the most impact on some of the staff in the building. This month we want to feature the relationship 
between math teacher Rick Huddleston and Cam. Returning to school after a prolonged illness, Rick started having lunch in the office 
and Cam promptly joined him, sitting next to him and providing great lunch conversation. She knows the bell schedule and when to 
look for Rick. When he is not at school, she still sits in their spot and pouts, letting everyone else in the office know something is not 
right.  Rick stated, "I enjoy having lunch with Cam in the office daily, but I'm not sure who is providing therapy to who."

On a rare day in the office, both district therapy dogs (Cam on the chair and Kam on the floor) provided Mr. Huddlestun with attentive 
company during his lunch break.



Health
Submitted by Kim Kesl, RN, Director of Nursing

Please read the following important letter from SFT nursing department.



Junior Announcements
Submitted by Erica French



Senior Announcements
Submitted by Tosha Smith



Mascot Shop
Submitted by Ashley Michaelis

Show Your Charger Pride with Our Jostens Mascot Shop!

Looking to gear up in Charger apparel? We're excited to partner with Jostens to bring you an easy way to shop for official SFT 
merchandise! From hoodies and t-shirts to hats and accessories, you'll find everything you need to show your school spirit.

Visit themascotshop.jostens.com/1071076 to browse the collection and place your order today. Whether you're shopping for yourself, 
your student, or looking for holiday gifts, now is the perfect time to stock up on Charger gear!

http://themascotshop.jostens.com/1071076


Thank You!
On January 28, the Carbondale Masons generously donated $3,000 to USD 434 to support monetary funds for students, including 
assistance with lunch costs, field trips, and other student needs. The donation was distributed equally among the district’s three 
attendance centers. Principal Lorle Bolt accepted the funds on behalf of Overbrook Attendance Center (OAC), Principal Mike Maloun 
for Carbondale Attendance Center (CAC), and Principal Kyle Ellis for the high school.

We sincerely thank the Carbondale Masons for their continued generosity and commitment to supporting our students and families.



February 2026
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2

 

3

4:00pm:JH 
Scholars Bowl @ 
Burlington

4:30pm:HS BB at 
Iola

5:30pm:HS 
Boys/Girls WR 
Dual with 
Louisburg

4

Preschool Spring 
Picture Day

5

3:30pm:HS 
Boys/Girls WR 
League at 
Burlington

4:00pm:JH Boys 
Basketball vs 
Iola

6

No PK Classes: 
Screening at SAC

1:00pm:Osage 
County Spelling 
Bee

4:30pm:HS BB at 
Prairie View

7

8:00am:HS Girls 
JV BB at Jeff 
West Tourney vs 
AC, ACCHS, VF

8:30pm:HS 
Boys/Girls JV 
Wrestling 
Tournament at 
SFT

9

No School: 
Professional 
Development Day

4:00pm:JH Boys 
Basketball vs 
Anderson County

10

4:30pm:HS BB at 
SFT vs Baldwin

11

6:00pm:Board of 
Education 
Meeting

12

4:00pm:JH Boys 
Basketball vs 
Burlington

13

Girls WR 
Regionals at 
Tonganoxie

4:30pm:HS BB at 
SFT vs 
Osawatomie 
Senior Night

14

Girls WR 
Regionals at 
Tonganoxie

16

 

17

4:00pm:JH Boys 
Basketball vs 
Osawatomie

4:30pm:HS BB at 
Burlington

18

 

19

4:00pm:JH 
Scholars Bowl 
HOME Meet

4:00pm:JH Boys 
Basketball @ Iola

20

4:30pm:HS BB at 
Wellsville

21

JH Boys 
Basketball 
League 
Tournament - 7th 
@ Wellsville, 8th 
@ Iola

Boys WR 
Regionals at 
Holton

9:00am:HS JV 
BB at Royal 
Valley Tourney vs 
Rock Creek, St. 
Mary's

23

4:00pm:JH 
Scholars Bowl @ 
Anderson County

24

ACT Test Day

25

Work Keys 
Assessment

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 4-7 
pm

School in 
Session

26

KMEA ISW

No School: 
Parent/teacher 
conferences 8 
am to 7 pm

4:30pm:HS V BB 
vs Chapman

27

KMEA ISW

No School

WR State in 
Salina

28

JH Cheer 
Competition at 
Baldwin JH - 
Time TBD

KMEA ISW

WR State in 
Salina
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