
A message from our principal

Dear Charger Families,

Throughout the month of December, students will begin their Winter

FastBridge assessments. Staff will use this data to support

academic growth and guide grade-level data meetings. By reviewing

the results, we can collaborate as a team to identify next steps that

will continue to strengthen student learning.

This process allows us to:

Support academic growth

Strengthen our ability to use data to guide instruction

Identify students who may benefit from additional services

In addition, we will also be reviewing our Wildly Important Goal (WIG) with students. Our school-

wide goal is for 90% of our K–3 students to show growth in reading fluency and/or maintain

benchmark or above. Each time a student shows growth, they will get to add a sticker to our WIG

wall so we can celebrate and visually track our progress together.



Counselor's Corner

This month in our counseling lessons, we are learning all about friendship and handling conflict in

positive ways. Students are practicing how to be good friends, how to use kind words, and how to

solve small problems peacefully. We are also learning simple strategies—like taking turns talking,

using “I” statements, and asking for help when needed—to help them build healthy relationships at

school and at home.

Upcoming Dates:

Mark Your Calendars

12/2: OAC Picture Retake Day

Please call the main office if you would like your child to have a picture retake.

12/8: Holiday Concert @ SFTHS

Kindergarten – 6:00 PM

1st Grade – 7:00 PM

Students will travel to SFTHS on this date to practice during their regularly scheduled

music time.

12/10: K/1 to Perform at Brookside (1st @ Noon, Kinder @ 1PM)



12/17: 2nd & 3rd Grade Holiday Meal

12/18: Holiday Concert @ SFTHS

2nd Grade – 6:00 PM

3rd Grade – 7:00 PM

Students will travel to SFTHS on this date to practice during their regularly scheduled

music time.

12/22–1/6: Winter Break

1/7: School Resumes

Family Resources

Let's Help in Topeka, KS would gladly like to help out Osage County families that are in need of

food or assistance during the holidays. The family is required to bring an ID so they can be put into

their system, but will not be turned away despite living outside of Shawnee County.

Let's Help offers emergency services for families that need help paying rent, utilities and paying for

medications. They have a clothing bank and food pantry.

Let's Help

200 SE Kansas Ave.

Topeka KS

(785) 234-6208

Recess Weather Reminder

If the temperature or wind chill is 20°F or higher and the weather is not inclement, students will go

outside for recess. Please ensure your child comes to school with a warm coat. If your family

needs assistance with winter clothing, please let us know—we are happy to help!

If a student needs to stay inside for recess due to illness or other medical reasons, please provide

a doctor’s note.



Flu Notice.docx

Here is a separate note that directly addresses the flu.

Download

334.2 KBinsert_drive_fileDOCX



Music Concerts – Mark Your Calendar

December 8: Kindergarten & 1st Grade Music Concert

Location: SFTHS Auditorium

On the day of the concert, students will travel to SFTHS to practice during their regular music

class time.

December 18: 2nd & 3rd Grade Music Concert

Location: SFTHS Auditorium

On the day of the concert, students will travel to SFTHS to practice during their regular music

class time.

Reminder: If a student is absent from school due to illness, they may not attend an evening school

event.



VERBRООК АТTENDANCE CENTER PRESENTS
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KINDERGARTEN (6PM)
& 1ST GRADE (7PM)

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR UPCOMING HOLIDAY PROGRAM IN

DECEMBER FEATURING KINDERGARTEN AND 1ST GRADE STUDENTS

Santa Fe Trail High School Auditorium

15701 S California Rd, Carbondale, KS 66414

Questions? Contact Mrs. Nelson at anelson@usd434.us
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VERBRООК АТTENDANCE CENTER PRESENTS
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ND
2N GRADE (6PM) &
3RD GRADE (7PM)

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR UPCOMING HOLIDAY PROGRAM IN

DECEMBER FEATURING OUR AMAZING 2ND AND 3RD GRADE

STUDENTS!

Santa Fe Trail High School Auditorium

15701 S California Rd, Carbondale, KS 66414

Questions? Contact Mrs. Nelson at anelson@usd434.us
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BOE Goal 2: Improve teaching and learning through research-based strategies

that support students’ postsecondary success.

2.1 Increase Student Learning Opportunities

To highlight new areas of growth, we have implemented IPS (Individual Plans of Study) at the end

of the school day this year, with grade levels rotating quarterly. Within this framework, each grade

level focuses on one of the Kansas Career Clusters:

Kindergarten–Second Grade: Developmental focus includes career recognition, number sense,

safety, and natural forces.

Third Grade: Developmental focus includes problem solving, fractions and decimals, coding,

and types of energy.

2.4 Analyze and Improve Current Student Achievement Levels

OAC staff and students consistently set building WIGs, classroom WIGs, and individual student

WIGs. This year, we are collaborating with the State Department and Mrs. Grienke on the PRISM

model to learn how to effectively use KITE interims, with the goal of better preparing our students

for state assessments.

2.5 Develop and Align an Effective Curriculum for All Core Subjects K–12

Current walkthrough data as of 12/2/2025 shows that fidelity to the core program or other SFT-

approved resources is at 88% (84 of 96 observations). It is important to note that at the beginning

of the year, teachers may focus on rules and procedures, which may not always align with

approved instructional resources.
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