SAC

NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 2025

The new year is a great time to
reflect on our procedures and
practices, as well as set new goals.
The preschool teachers have been
meeting to go over data that has
been tracking development in all of
the developmental domains;
social/emotional, fine motor, gross
motor, language, and cognitive skills.

Later this week, you will be receiving
2nd quarter report cards. These
report cards will look a little different
than the 1st quarter report cards.
Our hope is that these give parents
better information on their child’s

performance.

If you have questions regarding your
child's report card or their preschool
skills please reach out to your child's
teacher and have those important
conversations. A partnership
between home and school is crucial
for your student's success.

Upcoming Dates

e 1/9: Classes Resume
e 1/17: No Preschool- Early
Childhood Professional

Development

e 1/20: No School




WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE PRESCHOOL?
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JANUARY TIP OF THE MONTH:

Keep the lines of communication open with your child.

Don't just ask, “How’s school?” but, rather, ask more specific questions about classes,
teachers, projects, and even friends.

"Who did you play with at recess?’, "What was your favorite thing you did in class today?”,
"What color did you paint with?", "Did you read a story today? What was it about?”, "What did
you eat for snack?".
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Inclement Weather Procedures: L

USD 434 recognizes that having snow days can be both exciting and difficult for families based on
their various needs. Please have a proactive plan in place for childcare when our district makes the
decision to close due to weather. The district wants to emphasize that student, staff, and family
safety is our TOP priority. The Superintendent and Director of Transportation are monitoring the road
conditions in a very large geographic district that spreads 201 square miles, over 4 different counties,
and 3 communities. We also have numerous staff members who commute from Topeka, Lawrence,
Kansas City and other surrounding cities. Qur city sidewalks, parking lots, temperatures, district
bussesivehicles, and forecasis are also monitored for decision-making. All of these factors are taken
in consideration when our safety is a stake. Thank you for understanding our process and procedures
during these difficult decisions.
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School Closures due to weather conditions:

« The Superintendent of Schools makes the decision to close school due to weather. School
closures will also likely cancel all school activities and community groups that use our facilities
on those days. If the weather significantly changes throughout the day it will be at the
discretion of the administration to allow activities to be held as optional for students. We will
communicate time changes, transportation supports, and other information that may apply to
those activities.

= Winter weather communication will be sent out via text, email, social media, school website,
and area news media such as WIBW and KSNT. We will communicate before 10 pm if
confident of weather conditions othenwise by 5:30 am on the morning of closure. Our goal is to
inform you the night before to support families. Flease make sure that current phone numbers
and email addresses are on file in PowerSchool. Please contact sfthelpdesk@usd434. us if you
meed support making those changes.

=« [fthere is a need for a delayed start, we will let families know as early as possible. A delayed
start will only be an option if we have appropriate staffing, roads are driveable but extra time is
needed for some routes, and scheduling is conducive.

« Parents may choose to keep their children home for health and safety reasons. Please contact
your child’s school to repaort their absence.

Early Release due to weather during school hours:

« The district will try to avoid unexpected early dismissals. On occasion, early dismissal is
unavoidable. Parents should make prior arrangements for the supervision of their children.

# [t is important for schools to be able to reach parents and designated childcare providers
during daytime hours. Flease make sure that current phone numbers and email addresses are
on file in PowerSchool. Please contact sithelpdesk@usd434.us if you need support making
those changes.

* 'When it is necessary to dismiss children early during a regular school day, the district will
contact parents via text, email, and area media outlets. If weather conditions worsen and
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schools remain open, parents may choose to pick up their children early after informing school
staff.
Snow Routes: Important Information for Parents
« Purpose: Ensure the safe transportation of students during winter weather conditions.
« Activation:
o 3Snow routes will be implemented when weather conditions make normal routes unsafe.
= Parents will be asked to meet the bus at a designated pick-up area.
» Designated Pick-Up Areas: Determined by Drivers
o Located as close as possible to the original route.
o Reduce the need for buses to turn around in driveways or risky areas.
+ Safety Goal:
z  Minimize the risk of buses getting stuck while students are onboard.
« Communication:
= Route drivers will contact affected families scon to share specific pick-up area details.

Employee Duties:
Only staff who are perfiorming weather-related or fime-sensitive tasks, as directed by their supervisor,
report to work when schools are closed.

Please review these winter weather safety tips from the Center for Disease Confrol and Prevention
WinterSafety pdf

Connect With Us!
Stay informed and engaged with the latest updates, events, and announcements from our
schools.
Follow Us on Facebook: 2
=« Santa Fe Trail District Page: @4345FT o
# Owerbrook Attendance Center: Parents, Guardians & Staff
@4340&@ Y an [ake advaniags of ol
« Carbondale Attendance Center: lext Messaging service
@434CAC _u s-.":n:- whlmes U'\-IC'-ECT\JFHE'S"-C_T".IC-T
« Scranton Attendance Center: ([@434SAC e A PO e
=« 3Sanita Fe Trail High School: @434HS e
Connect with School Messenger: .T-:'}'-'.'.i:'.ﬁ_'.;',‘,'{.’.:.'..'.l'f'.};.'.'F ¥E;;;
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